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Professional and Commercial Trades (PACT) Health and Wellness Fund 

EXTENDED DEATH BENEFIT FILING REQUIREMENTS 

The Fund may continue your Death Benefit if while covered for active eligibility you become 
totally disabled before reaching age 60 and remain totally disabled to your death. If you become 
totally disabled between the ages of 60 and 65 while covered for active eligibility your Death 
Benefit may be extended one year beyond the date your active coverage terminates. 

Extended Death Benefits end at normal retirement age and your beneficiary will not be entitled to 
an Extended Death Benefit when you die.  

The Extended Death Benefit amount and the definition of “totally disabled” are in your Summary 
Plan Description. 

This letter provides you with the procedures that you must follow in order to qualify for the 
Extended Death Benefit. Please note that the Extended Death Benefit covers the member only. 

1. You must complete and return the application with proof of total disability within one year of 
the loss of your eligibility. Your application must be returned to the Fund office and not your 
Local Union. Proof of disability may be in the form of: 

 the Trust Fund application accompanied by receipt of a Social Security Disability Income 
award or receipt of a disability pension, or 

 the Trust Fund application accompanied by a completed Attending Physician’s Statement 
of Disability (attached) that is signed by your Attending Physician. 

If you do not file your application on time, the Extended Death benefit will be forfeited. 

2. Once you complete and send in your application, The Fund office will notify you that your 
application has been received.  Call the Fund office if you have not received a response within 
one month. 

If needed, the Fund office shall request additional information.  When a decision has been 
made, the Fund office will notify you if your application has been approved or denied.  

 

If you became totally disabled between the ages of 60 and 65, the remainder of this announcement 
does not apply to you.  Your Extended Death Benefit will only be extended for one year beyond 
the end of active eligibility or when you reach normal retirement age; whichever occurs first. 
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3. If you became disabled prior to age 60, further one-year extensions of the death benefit will be 
granted after the initial extension if you submit subsequent satisfactory proof (see #1) of your 
continuing total disability.   

In general, proof of your continuing total disability must be submitted every January.  The 
Fund Office will advise you by mail when subsequent proof is due.  If your initial application 
was approved between January 1 and June 30, you will receive your first notice of the need to 
file subsequent proof in December.  If your initial application was approved between July 1 
and December 31, your first notice will be sent the following year in December. Thereafter, 
proof of total disability must be submitted every January, which will be the common 
anniversary for all those eligible for continuing death benefit extensions, no matter what the 
initial filing date. 

Examples:  If your initial application is approved in May, proof of ongoing total disability must 
be provided in January and every January thereafter to continue your extended death benefits. 

If your application is approved in November you would not need to provide proof of ongoing 
disability in January of the following year but would need to provide proof of ongoing 
disability every January thereafter to continue your Extended Death Benefits. 

4. As mentioned above, if proof of disability is needed from you, the Fund Office will notify you 
in December of the requirement to file a subsequent death benefit extension during January.  If 
your proof is not received by March 1 of that year, a final reminder notice will be sent to you. 

The Extended Death Benefit will terminate upon the earlier of: 

 31 days following the date you cease to be totally disabled, or 

 March 31, if you do not file verification or 

 When you reach your normal retirement age. 

The Fund Office will notify you when the Extended Death Benefit ends. 

5. The Fund Office may accept proof of your continued total disability after the annual 
certification date and reinstate the benefit.  You must prove that you are still totally disabled 
when you apply for reinstatement and that your disability was ongoing since the last 
certification.  If you die and your beneficiary requests reinstatement, your beneficiary must 
prove that you were continuously totally disabled until your death.  The death benefit can only 
be reinstated if the initial application was filed on time (see #1).  Again, this only applies to 
you if you were disabled prior to age 60. 


